
ADVENT- CHRISTMAS WORDS OF HOPE:  Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
Fire has long been a sign of God’s presence. The Old Testament is full of 
examples: the burning bush on Mount Sinai, the pillar of fire in the desert, the 
tabernacle lamps, and the sacrificial fires on the altar. Early Christians naturally 
viewed fire as a symbol of the presence of their resurrected Lord, the new pillar 
of fire. For us, the light symbolizes Christ’s triumph over the darkness of sin and 
death, bringing HOPE. 

 
CHRIST CANDLE  The Light of Christ.  Thanks be to God! 

It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of goodness and thus to open the 
doors of hope. ~Pope Benedict XVI 

 

This candle is lit every week. As we light this candle, we remember and we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, while 
we wait for Jesus’ return. We worship him. We welcome him. We make room for him in our hearts. O come, 
let us adore him.   
 

God’s Word from John 1: In the beginning was the Word; and the Word was God… The LIGHT shines in the 
darkness; and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 
ADVENT PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for 
Christmas. We, who have so much to do seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day. We who are 
anxious over many things look forward to your coming among us. We, who are blessed in so many ways 
long for the complete joy of your kingdom. We, whose hearts are heavy, seek the joy of your presence. 
We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!”  
~Henri J. M. Nouwen 

 
CANDLE ONE  November 29 

Once you choose hope, anything is possible.  ~Christopher Reeves 
 

God’s Word from Romans 15.13:  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
CANDLE TWO  December 6 

Everything that is done is this world is done by hope.  ~Martin Luther 
 

God’s Word from Ephesians 1.18:  I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may 
know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, the saints. 

 
CANDLE THREE December 13 

May your choices reflect your hopes, not your fears.  ~Nelson Mandela 
 
God’s Word from Jeremiah 29.11: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
 
 
 



 
CANDLE FOUR   December 20 

You do not need to know precisely what is happening, or exactly where it is all going. What you need is 
to recognize the possibilities and challenges offered by the present moment, and to embrace them with 
courage, faith and hope.   ~Thomas Merton 

 

God’s Word from Isaiah 40.28-31:  Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.  
He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young 
will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord, those who help in the Lord, shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE & DAY December 24&25 

Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all the darkness.  ~Desmond Tutu 
 

God’s Word from Romans 5.5:   …and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 

The Christmas Story from Matthew 1.18-25:  This is how the birth of Jesus, the Messiah, came about. His 
mother, Mary, was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be 
pregnant through the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph, her husband, was faithful to the law, and yet did not want 
to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and 
you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until 
she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

 
ADVENT BLESSING 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is 
injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. ~Francis of Assisi 
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